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    Chairman’s Comment  

On 9
th
 April we celebrated our 50

th
 

anniversary at our praise and thanks-

giving service. We were delighted by 

the number of people who joined with 

us to thank God for the many ways 

he has blessed our work since the 

Blythswood Tract Society was set up 

in 1966. We were particularly 

pleased to be able to send the collec-

tion from our service to the 4 special 

projects we are raising funds for on 

this our anniversary year. 

We were delighted to receive over 

£18,000 from Philip Morrison and 

David McConville following their 

sponsored cycle in support of the 

Daniel Centre. If you followed their 

efforts on Facebook you can’t help 

but be impressed by their phenome-

nal effort. We thank God for keeping 

Philip and David safe throughout 

their trip, for providing them with the 

stamina they needed for the cycle 

and for the generosity of everyone 

who supported them in any way. 

If you are motivated by Philip and 

David’s endeavours we have many 

worthwhile projects that could benefit 

from your fundraising efforts and we 

would love to talk to you about your 

fundraising ideas! 

You will see from this issue of Inform 

that we are looking for volunteers to 

join Blythswood’s board. If you have 

relevant experience and are interest-

ed in joining our board please write to 

our company secretary Audrey Mur-

ray with a brief outline of your experi-

ence and why you wish to join the 

board. We look forward to hearing 

from you. 

Thank you again for all your sup-

port – whether donating your 

time, your goods or your money 

to support our work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nathan Hawthorne  (Chairman & Director) 
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A wonderful publication 

 With so much need in the world and 

so many worthy charities, groups and indi-

viduals working hard to make a difference 

why should you choose Blythswood Ire-

land? We would not claim to have an exclu-

sive on doing good or changing lives, but 

hopefully by reading this you will get an 

idea of the breadth and variety of work we 

are involved in.  

 Blythswood works to alleviate pov-

erty, to give hope and opportunity to those 

in need regardless of creed colour, religion, 

race or age. We believe that we have a 

duty of care to anyone who has a need. 

This could be through education, food, 

clothing or other programs designed to give 

opportunities to those less fortunate.  

 Blythswood Care work in the UK, 

Eastern Europe, India, Pakistan and Africa 

with partner charities who have been able 

to identify specific needs in the communi-

ties they are based in. 

 These projects include providing ac-

commodation, food and educational sup-

port for children, whether it be in an or-

phanage or school. We also support projects 

giving life skills to young people who are 

then able to contribute to society as well as 

giving education and training to older people 

who are then able to work to support them-

selves and their families. 

 Blythswood Ireland in recent years 

have supported a number of charities based 

in Ireland who work both at home and over-

seas 

 In 2016 we have already sent two 40 

foot lorries full of medical aid to Serbia, 

thanks to the generosity of health boards 

across NI, private hospitals and care homes. 

Through ‘Homecare’ (read page 2 for de-

tails) we have helped many people in North-

ern Ireland. In addition a total of over 

£37,000 has been given to charities based in 

NI to help with projects both in Ireland and 

abroad. 

 So how can you support us? Through 

prayer, becoming a volunteer, by donating -   

items or money (via web site, text message 

£5 CYDX or for £10 BDIB.) you can make 

one off donations or set up a direct debit to 

support the work on a regular basis via ei-

ther PayPal of JustGiving via our website 

www.blythswoodireland.org.  For every 

pound donated directly we guarantee that 

100% goes towards the good causes we 

support. We do not take any money off for 

admin or other costs. We are constantly 

amazed by the generosity of the people of 

the province and thank you for all your past 

support and hope you will continue to con-

sider us in the future, as we seek to 

#changealife. 

Enjoying a camp supported by 

Blythswood Ireland 



 

Are you up for a challenge? 

Would you like to help raise 

valuable funds for Blythswood 

Care while undertaking a trip 

that has been described as 

“the best and hardest thing I 

have ever done”? If so we 

have a suggestion! As part of 

the 50th Celebrations a Charity 

Challenge Trek to Machu Pic-

chu has been arranged for 6 -

15 Oct 2017. If you would like 

to get involved or would like a 

leaflet posted out to you please 

contact 028 93 349859, we 

would be delighted to help you! 

 The Voices Together 
Choir helped us to make a 
joyful noise unto the Lord as 
they shared with us on the 
evening and lead us in praise.  

 Blythswood Care was 
founded in 1966 by John Wal-
ter Ross and others from 
Glasgow. Today in 2016 
Blythswood Care continues to 
spread the Gospel through the 
printed page, as well as 
providing relief aid, education, 
social care and community 
development. We are thankful 
to God for the ways he has 
directed and blessed our work 
throughout these years. 

  
 An offering was collect-
ed on the evening and we 
have now raised over £1,800 
for our 4 Special Projects se-
lected for this special year. 
Briefly these projects are the 
Popesti Community Centre, 
Dayspring House, Christian 
Literature and the 2016 Shoe 
Box Appeal.  

 If you would like more 
information on these projects 
or would like to make a dona-
tion please don’t hesitate to 
contact us on 028 93 349859, 
call into any of our shops or 
send us an email  
enquiries@blythswood.org. 

 Thank you for your 
continued support of 
Blythswood Care! We trust 
we can transform many more 
lives through Christian care 
for body and soul in the years 
to come!  

 Our Praise & Thanksgiv-
ing Service took place on Satur-
day 9th April. We would like to 
take this opportunity to sincere-
ly thank all our friends and sup-
porters who came along and  
joined us in Glenabbey Church, 
Glengormley to celebrate this 
exciting milestone reached by 
Blythswood Care this year.  

 We were delighted that 
Vasile Pop shared with us 
about how he was called to 
serve God through the work of 
Blythswood Care. Vasile is in-
volved with the Elpis Founda-
tion.  

 

 Our Crabtree & Evelyn Event was held in their Bel-
fast store on the 3rd November. Thank you to all who 

bought tickets and came along to 
support us. 

 Those who came were 
treated to a hand massage and a 
finger buffet as they browsed.  

 As a fundraising event, 
Blythswood were able to claim 
back a percentage of all the sales 
carried out on the evening and 
also some of the ticket money. In 
total £162.55 was raised at this 
event.  100% of this money will go 
to support our projects aiming to 
transform lives. Thank you for your 
support! 

 We have not set a date for our next Crabtree & 
Evelyn event yet but we will publish it in our Inform maga-
zine and also post the details on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

Friends and Supporters of Blythswood Care 

Volunteer Focus - Colin Ferguson 

 

50th Anniversary Celebration 

 

Machu Picchu 

Crabtree & Evelyn Event  

Recycling 

Happy Shoppers 

Blythswood recycle clothes, bags, 

belts, shoes, household items, metal. 

In the last 12 months we have raised 

over £25,000 and prevented more 

than 85 tonnes being sent to landfill. 

 Exciting Opportunity  

Machu Picchu 

 The Board of Blythswood Ireland wishes to recruit new Board 
members. We are particularly interested in individuals who have skills 
or experience in any of the following areas:  

.Governances 

.Finance 

.Human Resources Management 

.Retail, Business & Marketing 

.Charity promotion and fundraising 

.PR, Media and networking 

 As a Christian charity, all our voluntary board members need to 
be sympathetic to our Christian ethos. If you are interested we ask in 
the first instance to forward your name to our Company Secretary 
Audrey Murray at our Ballyclare address, along with a brief outline of 
your experience and why you wish to join the Blythswood board.  
(As a Board member you will be expected to attend around 8 meetings 
a year) 

Home Care 
 Every year we are contacted by various professionals and sup-

port groups asking us to help people in need in Ireland by providing 

items, most regularly furniture and white goods but on occasions it can 

be for clothes, kitchenware or toys, for families who have had to relo-

cate urgently and have little or nothing. This is an important part of the 

ministry of the charity and we are delighted to have helped almost 200 

people/families with goods worth over £30,000 given away based on 

the referrals we receive. We are only able to do this thanks to the gen-

erosity of those who donate unwanted items for the work of Blythswood 

Ireland. Thank you for helping to give hope to those in need. 

Check out our new website: www.blythswoodireland.org 

Blythswood Ireland Limited 

Ballyclare Blythswood 

Coleraine Blythswood 

blythswoodTIltd 
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dirt tracks. The boys travelled 
along mountain trails for 35 
miles on touring bikes only to 
be used on roads - they think 

their Sat-Nav hat-
ed them. The 
bikes took a bat-
tering as a result 
of the trails and a 
pit stop was re-
quired to fix their 
brakes after 2 
punctures had 
already been re-

paired along the way!  The 
boys encountered dark clouds 
and torrential rain, flooded 
roads in Cologne (which led to 
a 5 mile diversion to get them 
back on route), mountainous 
terrain.  

 “We have arrived!  
When we left we planned to 
arrive on the 2nd of July at 1 
o'clock. We got here on the 
2nd of July at 1.05pm -
probably the first time I've been 
on time, but then again we did 

 On the 13th June, David 
McConville and Philip Morrison 
set off from Ballymoney to cy-
cle 1400 miles across Europe 
through 9 countries 
to Cluj Napoca Ro-
mania. The boys 
raised £18,000 to 
help fund an expan-
sion of the Daniel 
Centre, a home for 
young men leaving 
orphanages that 
provides for them spiritually 
and practically to equip them 
for a life in society. The Daniel 
Centre has recently acquired 2 
new apartments which need to 
be fully kitted out to be put into 
use by September 2016. 
These apartments will provide 
additional accommodation as 
the young men transition to 
independent living. 

David and Philip were sur-
prised by the main roads as 
they travelled on minor roads, 
dual carriageways and even 

Volunteer Focus - Colin Ferguson 

4 wheels, 3 weeks, 2 men, 1 purpose 

 Colin is a volunteer 
in our Lisburn shop on the 
Saintfield Road in Lisburn.  

 Colin is 66 and is 
married with 4 children be-
tween the age of 32 and 
39.  

 Colin is very pas-
sionate about music 
(especially classical music) 
and is a fanatical collector 
of stamps and clocks.  
He is an organist at his 
church playing for the Early 
Communion Service. A 
church in Dromara current-
ly has the 
pleasure of 
Colin play-
ing for 
them 2 or 
3 Sundays 
per month. 
He loves to 
lead God’s 
people in 
praise in 
this way. 

 For 28 years Colin 
was the director of the Lep-

rosy Mission NI who aim to 
reach out in the name of 
Jesus to those who suffer 
from Leprosy and give them 
His love. During his time at 
the Leprosy Mission  he was 
a Custodian of a Good 
Name and preached in 
many churches and took 
meetings.  Colin also had 
the opportunity to go on 30 
overseas trips to countries 
including India, Indonesia, 
Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Nepal, 
Thailand, Tanzania and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Singapore.  

 Before Colin retired 

he was a regular customer in the 
Lisburn shop. He loved the nice 
atmosphere in the shop which is 
down to the shop manager. After 
his retirement Colin applied to be 
a volunteer and loves having 
good craic with the 
many customers in 
this busy shop on 
Tuesday and Fri-
day mornings.  

 Many peo-
ple driving past 
our shop in Lis-
burn while Colin is 
volunteering often 
are drawn to turn 
and come into the 
car park and have 
a closer look at his 
car. Colin drives a 
54 year old Rover 
P4 100 which has 
been described by one of his 
children as ‘dad’s armchair on 
wheels’. Colin has been offered 
a straight swap—his Rover for a 
Ford Focus that was just 3 
months old! Colin refused this 
offer and kept his Rover. He also 
has a 1958 Austin A35 and a 
motorhome he bought when he 

retired. 

 If you would like to check 
out Colin’s car or meet Colin 
why not call into our Lisburn 
shop? 

 We are so 
thankful to each 
and every one of 
our volunteers! 
Blythswood could 
not operate in the 
way it does without 
your help and sup-
port.  

 If you have 
any spare time and 
would like to volun-
teer for Blythswood 
and help us raise 
money to help 
transform the lives 

of those in desperate poverty 
and need please call 93349859 
and we would be delighted to 
help with any enquiries and 
send you out a volunteer form. 
You can also download the nec-
essary forms on our web site 
blythswoodireland.org on the 
get involved page. 

Colin & his classic car 

leave in good time. 
 We were escorted in by the 
blues and twos and greeted by 
familiar faces along with 2 cam-
era crews, which got air time on 
the national news yesterday 
evening. The things you have to 
do to get 5 minutes of fame! 

 After we were greeted by the 
Mayor, staff and the boys of the 
Daniel Centre we scrubbed up 
and visited the 2 new 
apartments that have 
already been worked 
on and should be in 
use by the end of this 
month. It was great to 
see where the money 
was going and gave 
our journey here 
some more meaning. 

 But you guys who donated are 
the ones to thank. David and I 
first anticipated that we maybe 
could raise £3000, in fact I’m 
told an amazing £17,800 has 
been given. The generosity 
from you has been overwhelm-

ing, so David and I thank you 
guys for all your support shown 
throughout this trip! 

 I also thank the "old man" Da-
vid for his companionship on 
the road. He was an encour-
agement on low days, joked his 
way through Europe and I had 
great fellowship for 3 weeks 
with him. I'm sure he would 
thank me too for my great 

sense of humour, 
motivation and hy-
giene. 

 Most of all we thank 
God for answered 
prayers. We were 
blessed by safety on 
the road, energy as 
we pushed, no sore 
muscles, accomoda-

tion where needed and the 
money that came in. We pray 
now that the staff and apart-
ments will make life changing 
differences in the lives of these 
young men. Thank you!”  Philip 
and David 

Check out our new website: www.blythswoodireland.org 

blythswoodTIltd blythswoodireland 



 

Christian care for body and soul 

Shoeboxes 

Blythswood Trading (Ireland) Ltd Charity No: NIC104515 

Donate Online 
You can donate safely and  

securely online at 

ww.blythswoodcareireland.org 

Please remember to Gift 

Our Shops 
Ballyclare 

93 Templepatrick Road 
Ballyclare 
BT39 9RQ 

02893 349859 
 

Banbridge 
Unit 1 

25 Castlewellan Road 
Banbridge 
BT32 4AX 

02840 628629 
 

Ballymoney 
Units 2 & 3 

Meeting House Lane 
(Off Seymour Street)

Ballymoney 
BT53 6JN 

02827 666178 

Belfast  
378– 380  

Woodstock Road 
Belfast 

BT6 9DQ 
02890 460910 

 
Carrickfergus 

Units 8 & 9 
De Courcy Centre 

Carrickfergus 
BT38  7AQ 

02893 351872 
 

Coleraine 
Units 1, 2 & 3  

Sperrin Business  
Park 

Ballycastle Road  
Coleraine 
BT52 2DH 

02870 327529 

Lisburn 
29 Saintfield 

Road 
Lisburn 

BT27 5BA 
02892 602155 

What we do 
Shoe Box Appeal 

Humanitarian Aid 

Social Care Projects 

Disaster Relief 

Gospel Mission 

Child Sponsorship 

Have you enjoyed reading this 

newsletter? We would love to hear 

your feedback! Why not give us a 

call on 93349859 or email  

enquiries@blythswood.org and let 

us know what you think.  

A Wonderful Publication 

 A book has been put 

together to celebrate 

Blythswood’s 50th Anniver-

sary. The book costing just 

£4.95 is made up of personal 

stories, with accounts ranging 

form Scotland to Eastern Eu-

rope to Equatorial Africa and 

from WW2 to the present day. 

Throughout the book we see a 

common theme: God hears 

and answers prayers! 

 Thirteen different people 

who are associated with 

Blythswood explain how 

they came to believe in 

Jesus Christ and also 

how they put their faith 

into action in their own 

communities. 

 Lord Mackay of 

Clashfern (Former Lord 

Chancellor & Patron of 

Blythswood Care) re-

marked, “It is now fifty 

years since Blythswood 

started and it is fitting to 

recognise how God has 

provided for it over that 

time… May these per-

sonal stories of faith en-

courage us to thank God 

for His provision for 

Blythswood over the past 

fifty years, [and] to pray 

for its continued success 

in the future.”  

  Call into any of our 

shops and buy your copy 

today! 

John McLaughlin 

Last year 14,193 shoeboxes were sent out from Northern Ireland 

providing many people bound by poverty with a present which 

was most likely the only one they will have received. 

If you would like to get involved with the 

Shoe Box Appeal this year we have leaf-

lets, posters and DVDs available all you 

have to do is give us a call on 028 93 

349859 and we would be delighted to chat 

to you and answer any questions you may 

have.  

All shoeboxes are  

gladly received and  

each one is sorted  

before being sent out.  

If you would like to sort shoeboxes please  

get in contact; we would be delighted to  

hear from you! 

 

**BALLYMONEY WRAPPER** 

John McLaughlin (a volunteer in  

Ballymoney) has reached his target to  

wrap 1,000 shoeboxes before he sets off 

on his holiday. John and his wife June went 

 on holiday to celebrate their Golden  

wedding anniversary on the 23rd June!  

Happy Anniversary!     


