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 We are excited to have opened another new shop in July 

2018.  You can find the shop just down from the crossroads in 

Finaghy. Many people have told us 

about the impact Blythswood shops 

have in their local communities. Each 

of our shops have a great variety of 

items from Furniture, clothing, toys, 

bric-a-brac 

and so much more!  Every item we sell 

helps us raise money to support pro-

jects that meet educational needs for 

people trapped in poverty.   

  None of our shops could 

function without the help of willing and 

enthusiastic 

volunteers.  

If you live in the area and would like to 

consider volunteering please feel free 

to pop in to your local store and talk to 

the manager.     

 Details of all our shops can be 

found on the reverse of  this news-

letter or on our website.  

 This year we celebrate 25 years of the Blythswood Care 

shoebox appeal. Blythswood Ireland have been supporting this 

appeal for almost 15 years and in the last three years over 50,000 

filled shoeboxes have been sent from Ireland.  This year to cele-

brate this special anniversary we are aiming to send 16,000 boxes 

to Hungary. We are grateful for every single box and the support 

of schools, churches, businesses and individuals who help  to bring 

people less well off some joy at Christmas.  

 You can get involved in the appeal in a number of ways. You 

can register the interest of your business, school, church or com-

munity group by visiting www.blythswoodireland.org/about.  

  You can also help us sort and check the boxes ready 

for shipment, which is a vital part of the process. We have a per-

manent sorting station at our Ballyclare location and this year we 

will have a ’pop up’ sorting station at our Antrim shop, from Mon-

day 19th November to Friday 30th November and any help from 

you or a group you are involved with will be greatly appreciated. 

For more information call us on 028 93 349859 or email           

shoebox@blythswoodireland.org 

 New Shop in Finaghy  

Toader is 62, he lives in a house made of clay and straw, he lives 

on his own as his wife passed away two years ago. He was        

delighted to receive socks and deodorant in his shoe box. 

2018 Shoe Box Appeal 

FREE Collection Service 
 Each of our 9 shops are completely reliant on the generosi-

ty of those who kindly donate to us. The items we can accept are  

furniture, clothes, bric-a-brac, books, household items, DVDs, CDs, 

toys and unwanted gifts . For larger items we offer a FREE collec-

tion service. So if you are having a clear out or simply up dating 

items in your home, please consider Blythswood.  You can drop 

items down to any of our shops, or to arrange your FREE collec-

tion please call 028 93 349859. Thank you for helping us make a 

difference both at home and overseas. 

Bric-a-brac & books 

Furniture  

Clothes & Accessories  
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Our Shops NEWS IN BRIEF 

 We were delighted to be able to send a 

shipment of medical aid to Serbia. The ship-

ment included hospital beds and mattresses, 

walking aids, Tena pads and nappies. All of 

these items were gratefully received  by our 

contact in Serbia, Pastor Dragisa Armus and 

they will be utilised in various locations. 

 Without the support of a number of 

health trusts, local independent hospitals and 

some care homes we would no be able to do 

this. If you are able to assist us with any items 

listed above please contact us. 

  The success of Blythswood Ireland is 

built on the dedication,  commitment and 

enthusiasm of  our volunteers. 

 We asked some of our volunteers why 

they wanted to give up their time to help 

support the work of charity. This is what they 

said. ‘It’s fun’, ’I’m 

moved by the peo-

ple in need’, ’the 

hours I can volun-

teer are flexible’  

There are plenty of 

different things you can get involved in with 

Blythswood and as well as helping us make a 

difference, it will give you an opportunity to 

make new friends, learn new skills and up-

date your CV. To find out more about volun-

teering please visit  your local shop, call us on 

028 93 349859 or visit our web site: 

www.blythswoodireland.org/volunteers   

Antrim 

Unit 1, 60 Greystone Road, 

Antrim, 

BT41 2QN 

02894 485366 

Ballyclare  
93 Templepatrick Road, 

Ballyclare, 

BT39 9RQ 

02893 349859 

Ballymoney 

Units 2&3, Meeting House 

Lane, 

Ballymoney, 

BT53 6JN  

02827 666178 

Banbridge 

Unit 1, 25 Castlewellan Road  

Banbridge  

BT32 4AX 

02840 628629 

East Belfast 

378-380 Woodstock Road, 

Belfast, 

BT6 9DQ 

02890 460910 

Carrickfergus   
Units 8&9 De Courcy Centre, 

Carrickfergus,  

BT38 7AG  

02893 351872 

Coleraine 
Units 1-3 Sperrin Business 

Park, 

Coleraine, 

BT52 2DH 

02870 327529 

Lisburn 
29 Saintfield Road, 

Lisburn, 

BT27 5BA 

02892 602155 

Why not like out our 

shops Facebook pages? 

The medical aid is unloaded ready for 
distribution in Trstenik - Serbia 

NEW CEO 
We were delighted to welcome Gary Ander-

son to the team as the charities first Chief 

Executive Officer. Gary commenting  on why 

he has joined us said, 

“I am very excited 

about joining 

Blythswood Ireland 

with a mission to 

“Advance the Chris-

tian Religion, relieve 

poverty and advance 

education particular-

ly for poor and disad-

vantaged children”   

Our strengths are our people—Volunteers, 

Staff and Supporters. I am looking forward to 

working with everyone as we strive to contin-

uously improve all that we do.” We are look-

ing forward to working with Gary as he devel-

ops a strategic plan for the future. 

Gary joined us at the 
beginning of August 

2018 

 Every year we receive feedback from 

some of those who have received a filled shoe 

box from the annual appeal. Silvia is 72 and she 

was very thankful for the handkerchief which   

will be useful and for the 

soap and the face cloth, 

although her house does 

not have any running wa-

ter and the toilet is out-

side. For more stories on 

the impact Christmas shoe-

boxes have please visit 

www.blythswoodireland.org. 

South Belfast 

Unit 6 Tivoli Court 

144 Upper Lisburn Road 

Belfast 

BT10 0BG 

028 90 995428 

Volunteers NEEDED 

Silvia 

Silvia with her box 

 We were saddened to hear of the pass-

ing of Trudy Mearns (Belfast) who had been a 

great supporter of Blythswood Ireland over the 

years, knitting thousands of garments for our 

annual shoebox appeal.  

To get stock updates follow your 

local shops Facebook page today. 

Medical Aid Shipment 


